Russia and the post-Soviet countries of Central Asia are close partners, having ties not only in the economy, politics and culture, but also in the field of security. The linguistic aspect of interaction is also of great importance. This article analyzes the presence of the Russian language in the curricula of Central Asian universities, the presence of Central Asian languages in the curricula of Russian universities, and the level of bilateral cooperation in this area. The study is conducted within the framework of the methodological structure of the theory of``soft power'' by J. Nye and the concept of``competitive identity of the state'' by S. Anholt. The findings of our study present arguments in support of, firstly, the development of an effective strategy to preserve the role of the Russian language as a unifying cultural factor and an instrument of international communication and cooperation, and, secondly, the possibility of preparation specialists in Central Asia in Russia with a good knowledge of regional languages in order to ensure strategic planning, evaluation of joint projects and the study of modern literature. Publishing services provided by Knowledge E Ksenia Muratshina et al. This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted use and redistribution provided that the original author and source are credited. Selection and Peer-review under the responsibility of the 4th СTPE 2019 Conference Committee. 4th СTPE 2019 in Central Asia [1], a significant number of schools where instruction is in Russian [2], and the prestige of Russian education, researchers note a decrease in interest in learning Russian among young people in favor of English, Chinese and Turkish [3]. This can be explained by the growing influence of non-regional actors in Central Asia --the USA, China, the European Union and Turkey, who use various instruments of soft and hard power. Given the fact that mutually beneficial cultural and historical ties between Russia and Central Asia can be at risk in this situation, for Russia it is important, firstly, to develop an effective strategy to preserve the role of the Russian language as a unifying cultural factor and an instrument of international communication and cooperation, and, secondly, to provide training specialists in Central Asian studies with good knowledge of regional languages in order to ensure strategic planning, evaluation of joint projects and the study of modern literature. This article analyzes the presence of the Russian language in the curriculum of Central Asian universities, the presence of Central Asian languages in the curriculum of Russian universities and the level of bilateral cooperation in this area. These problems may be important in the context of developing a strategy for sustainable cultural cooperation between Russia and the post-Soviet space of Central Asia.
Introduction
Russia and the countries of Central Asian have historically been close partners, important to each other. They have many economic, political and security ties. An important area of relations between them, ensuring the continuity of centuries-old partnership, is cooperation in the field of culture and education. The linguistic aspect of interaction is of great importance. Despite reports of the general prevalence of the Russian language 4th СTPE 2019 PhD students: Russian Philology'' and``Russian Language and Literature''. The list of the courses is quite diverse:``Phonetics of the modern Russian language'',``Russian folklore'',``Lexicology of the modern Russian language'',``History of Russian literature'', etc. [19] . There is also the center``Russian Language and Culture'' at the chair of general linguistics and foreign languages. It organizes special events in Russian, for example, creative workshops, movie presentations and open lectures, dedicated to the Russian history and culture. There are also specific classes in the Russian language; seminars (for example,``Good in the works of L. Tolstoy''); conferences related to the Russian language teaching; reading and essay contests in Russian [20] . The center also provides a variety of teacher-training programs. It works in contact with the Consulate General of Russia.
Informal events are also organized, for example, joint New Year celebrations [21] .
The Kazakh National Pedagogical University (KNPU) offers the bachelor's degree programs``Russian language and literature'' and``Russian language and literature at schools with non-Russian language of teaching'', provided by the Institute of philology and multilingual education [22] . In addition, there are bachelor and master's programs`R ussian language and literature'' for foreign students [23], organized by the chair of the Russian language and literature. In 2019, 12 of KNPU second-year students took part in the international workshop at the Russian Pedagogical University [24] .
The Russian language is also present in Kazakh technical and regional universities.
The Kazakh National Medical University (KNMU) has the department of the Russian language, offering a language course with a professional focus. Teachers regularly take part in conferences in Russia; song and reading contests are organized [25] .
At the institute of Humanities at the East Kazakhstan State Technical University (EKSTU), there is the department of Kazakh and Russian languages. It proclaims among its main goals the implementation of the``Trilingualism'' project --the study of the At the Aktobe Regional University, there is the chair of Philology and intercultural communication, which offers degree programs``Russian philology'',``Russian language 4th СTPE 2019 and literature'' for bachelors, and``Russian language and literature at schools with non-Russian teaching'' for masters [30] . 
Uzbekistan
In Uzbekistan, the Russian language has no special status [38] . However, according to the Russian-Uzbek treaty on the foundations of interstate relations, the parties should encourage the reciprocal study of their languages [39] . A similar requirement is fixed in the Russian-Uzbek agreement on cooperation in culture, science, technology, education, health, information, sport and tourism [40] .
The degree programs at Uzbek universities have the Russian language rather poorly represented, except for the major universities. The National University of Uzbekistan At the Uzbek State University of World Languages (USUWL), the list of programs includes the bachelor's degree``Philology and language teaching'' [44] and the``Linguistics'' master's degree with the option of learning Russian (listed last after Japanese and Chinese) [45] ).
The Tashkent State Technical University (TSTU) has the chair``Languages (Uzbek and Russian)''. This chair organizes language classes for first-year students of all depart-
At the University of World Economy and Diplomacy (UWED), Russian is taught to foreign groups as well [47] .
An indicator of the presence of the Russian language at Uzbek universities is their participation in the exchange programs with Russia. Not all provide such information, but there is some accessible data: e. g., 233 students from the Tashkent Railway Engineering Institute (TREI) are currently studying in Russia. In 2018--2019, seven teachers also visited Russian universities for training [48] . Such exchanges are essential for communication, requiring general speaking skills and good command of technical vocabulary. Russian students also visit Uzbekistan, but the numbers are low. In the Tashkent Institute of Architecture and Construction (TIAC), two of the current thirteen foreign students are from Russia [49] , and there are two interviews with Russian students at the website of NUU In some cases, problems are obvious, mainly in regional institutes. For example, at the Naryn State University (NSU), there was lack of textbooks and personnel for Russian language teaching. This problem is now being solved by NSU in cooperation with``Russkiy Mir'', which provided a grant for advanced teacher training [86] . There are also reports on shortage of specialists in Russian Philology in the regional institutes, on decrease in the number of hours for the Russian language [87] , and on lack of library collections [88] .
In Russia, the Kyrgyz language is taught at MGLU [89].
Tajikistan
In the Constitution of Tajikistan, the Russian language is marked as a``language of 
Turkmenistan
According to the Constitution of Turkmenistan, the Turkmen language is the state language. The status of the Russian language is not defined [120] . However, the Russian-Turkmen treaty on friendship and cooperation, signed in 2002, contains the obligation to``encourage'' the reciprocal``study and dissemination'' of the national languages [121] .
According to T. V. Kudoyarova (2010) 
Conclusion
The situation with the study of the Russian language is different and depends on the legal status of the language, the efforts of the parties to develop interaction and the 
